Meeting Summary 

On July 21, the Global Youth Action Network held the July Local Gathering at 6th St. and Ave B Community Garden. It was well-attended by about forty people. Representatives attended from organizations such as Audre Lorde Project, Altar Magazine, Lower East Side Girls Club, B-Healthy and Public Housing Residents of the Lower East ((PHROLES). People hung out, relaxed and enjoyed the beauty of the garden. Several representatives of organizations gave presentations about the work of their organization. 

Marisol Ramos spoke about Esperanza del Barrio, a group that organizes Latino and immigrant street vendors and provides workshops on health, legal services and political rights. Esperanza del Barrio is building its youth program. Samantha Akwei spoke about Children’s Pressline, a media outlet for youth reporters and editors, and performed one of her poems. Children’s Pressline is about giving voice to youth.

Jenna Ritter presented on her stress-reducing Art of Living workshops for young leaders. The Art of Living conducts workshops about beneficial breathing and stress relief methods. 

Alan Berger spoke about the Brooklyn Free School, a new democratic school in Park Slope that gives the students the power to decide what to learn. Students and teachers all have one vote each in running the school. 

Representatives from the International Solidarity Movement spoke about their trips to Palestine that aim to foster greater understanding about the Israeli-Palestine conflict. 

Christian from the Community HIV/AIDS Mobilization Project spoke about a project to evaluate whether schools are actually provide contraceptives as they are required by New York state health mandates.

Michael Couch spoke on alternative energy and the Millennium Development Goals.

David Bredhoff of Congressman Rangel and the Funding Exchange, offered to be a resource about City Year and spoke about a rally he is organizing to bring attention back to the genocide in Sudan. 

Rogelio Rivera and other leaders from Youth Stay (Public Housing Residents of the Lower East Side) eloquently spoke out on gentrification in the Lower East Side and organizers work to rally the community and fight for their homes.
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